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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
KCON gets national award for specialized curriculum 
The Kirkhof College of Nursing at Grand Valley was recognized 
nationally as a model for gerontology curriculum in clinical settings . 
The award, from the American Association of Colleges of Nursing and 
John A. Hartford Institute for Geriatric Nursing , was presented in late 
October at the AACN's semiannual meeting. 
Phyllis Gendler, dean of KCON , and faculty members teamed to write a 
grant to enhance the gerontology content and clinical experiences for 
bachelor's degree students two years ago. Their efforts were awarded 
with grants from the Hartford Foundation and AACN. 
Faculty members involved in developing gerontology curriculum 
include Cindy Beel-Bates , Sue Jensen, Kimberly Slaikeu, Rebecca 
Veltman and Beth Wietor. Former faculty member Sue Bosold was also 
instrumental in the process. 
One example of an outstanding clinical setting includes a longitudinal 
study that matches nursing students with area senior citizens over a 
two-year period. The students conduct health assessments on their 
seniors and also gather community resources to help seniors remain 
independent. The project currently has more than 250 students paired 
with seniors from 21 diverse locations. 
Grand Valley nursing students are working in clinical settings at various 
area organizations and assisted living centers such as Visiting Nurses 
Association, Fulton Manor, Grand Rapids Home for Veterans, Spectrum 
Health Longterm Acute Care and Rose Garden. 
Across Campus 
Lakers win football title 
Following a last-second defensive tackle, 
Grand Valley won its third NCAA Division II 
football championship, beating Northwest 
Missouri State, 21-17, on December 10 in 
Florence, Alabama. 
Photo by Michele Coffill 
Kirkhof College of Nursing faculty members involved in the gerontol-
ogy curriculum are pictured. From left to right are Sue Jensen, Cindy 
Beel-Bates, Beth Wieto,; Phyllis Gendler, Rebecca Veltman and 
Kimberly Slaikeu. 
Gendler said the way nursing colleges teach gerontology is changing as 
the nation's population ages . 
"In response to these challenges , Kirkhof College of Nursing has 
refined its undergraduate programs in order to enhance the gerontology 
content and clinical experiences," she said . 
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Graves (R-Missouri). The two congressmen 
placed a friendly wager of food popular in 
their respective states on the game's outcome. 
Winners of pedometer 
challenge announced 
The win puts the Lakers on a short list with 
North Dakota State and North Alabama as uni-
versities with three or more championships. 
Junior defensive lineman Michael McFadden 
was honored as an AFCA All-American. Mike 
Pinter, a senior center, was named to the 
ESPN Academic All-American team. 
Photo by Adam Bird 
The Lakers celebrate their third NCAA 
Division II football championship. 
Sponsored by Work Life Connections , more 
than 70 teams (292 people) participated in the 
pedometer challenge, which started in 
September. 
Sue Sloop, Work Life consultant , said faculty 
and staff members walked 134.8 million steps , 
or almost three times around the world. 
U.S. Rep. Pete Hoekstra (R-Holland) was 
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among those sending congratulations to the 
Lakers and the coaching staff. Hoekstra and 
his staff celebrated the victory last week with 
a catered lunch of pizza from U.S. Rep. Sam continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
Challenge prizes were awarded to teams with the highest number of steps: 
the first-place team, Princess Warriors , won $20 gift cards donated by 
University Bookstore; the second-place team, AW3, won $10 gift certifi-
cates donated by Applebee's of Walker; the third-place team, Telecom 
Trekkers , won $5 gift cards donated by Peppino's; and the fourth-place 
team , Perpetual Motion , won $5 gift certificates to Panera Bread pur-
chased by Human Resources . For complete results , visit 
www.gvsu.edu/worklife/ . 
Honorary degree 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
International Aid president and CEO Myles D. Fish receives an 
honorary doctorate of public service degree from Provost Gayle 
Davis and President Mark A. Murray at commencement on 
December 10. 
Money dispersed 
from Grand Valley Fund 
President Mark A. Murray announced an additional $300,000 in funding 
for special programs across campus, made possible by the Grand Valley 
Fund and its donors. Gifts to the university not restricted for specific pur-
poses go to the Grand Valley Fund . Last year, faculty , staff and other 
donors gave more than $260,000 in unrestricted gifts to the fund. 
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Assistant Director, 
The new dispersals include the following: 
• $50,000 for scholarships for approximately 17 students in a newly 
established category for international student aid, "International 
Award of Distinction"; 
• $100,000 to fund visiting resident scholars in business or art and 
design; 
• $60,000 to support approximately 10 more student/faculty research 
teams through the Student Summer Scholars program; 
• $50,000 to acquire a "Sim Baby" simulator in the Kirkhof College of 
Nursing; and 
• $40,000 for new document delivery and interlibrary loan systems. 
This funding is in addition to $85 ,000 dispersed earlier this year from the 
Grand Valley Fund , which included: 
• $25,000 for the textbook loan program for low-income first-generation 
students; 
• $30,000 in funding for scholarships to assist out-of-state students; and 
• $30,000 to bridge scholarship funding gaps to help students with 
exceptional needs . 
To learn more about the fund or to make a gift, visit www.gvsu.edu/devel-
opment/grandvalleyfund. 
What's Ahead 
Carillon concert scheduled 
Hot cider and cookies will be served and the Cook Carillon Tower will 
be open for visitors during a special Holiday Concert featuring Julianne 
Vanden Wyngaard, university carillonneur. This Allendale Campus 
event runs from noon-1 p.m. on December 20. 
Vanden Wyngaard will also present a Christmas Eve Carillon Concert 
on the Beckering Family Carillon from 9:30-10:15 p.m. on the Pew 
Grand Rapids Campus. For more information, call the music depart-
ment at xl3484. 
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submiss ion 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o 
forum @gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-222 1. 
Fax : 616-33 1-2250. 
Office of Multicultural Affairs 
Valley's participation in the 
statewide Wade H. 
McCree, Jr. Incentive 
Scholarship Program for 
high school students . 
Students chosen for the 
program are invited to 
campus activities to engage 
in career-exploration and 
other educational activities. 
Faculty and staff members can find an on line 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and daily campus news, 
visit Grand Valley's online publication, 
GVNow, at www.gvnow.gvsu.edu. 
GRAND VALLEYII-
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the university community. Visit its Web 
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
"When people are depending on you, you don 't 
want to fail them ," said Benardo Dargan . "I always 
think back to my community - they are depending 
on me to do well and I want to honor that request 
for those who have made it possible for me to be 
where I am today." 
Dargan has been a Michigan resident since 1999, 
when he was enrolled in Michigan State's master 's 
of student affairs administration program. But his 
experiences growing up in a small South Carolina 
town continue to influence his worldview and his 
work with students. 
"In addition to my parents , the community raised 
me. They depended on young people to be success-
ful , and that's really driven me to do my best and 
not to expect less," he said . 
Among the projects Dargan coordinates is Grand 
Dargan , who worked as a 
band director for a South 
Benardo Dargan 
Carolina school , said he enjoys working with stu-
dents of all ages. "Having backgrounds in K-12 and 
higher education has given me good insight in to 
the education system as a whole," he said. 
In the winter semester, the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs will host Winona La Duke, vice presidential 
candidate for the Green Party, and Mark Zupan , star 
of the documentary "Murderball ," for the 
Professionals of Color Lecture Series. 
